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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-11 and 13-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Maeda et al (US 6,226,589) and Ohler et al (US 6,424,910) Maeda et 
al, discussed in the previous office action, discloses a system for providing guiding 
information for use in detecting and accessing a mobile object. Ohler et al discloses a 
method and system for providing related navigation features for two or more end users. 

• In regard to claim 1 , Maeda et al discloses a terminal unit for a mobile object for 
guiding a location to another terminal unit for a mobile object in a navigation 
system, which comprises of: 

o A GPS receiver for receiving location data from at least one GPS satellite 

(Column 6, lines 46-48) 
o Storage means (Column 6, lines 24-26). In the first discussed 

embodiment of the invention by Maeda et al, the storage means is not 
used for storing map data, however, Maeda et al discloses using the 
terminal unit for creating guide information which would then require the 
map database to be located within the storage means. (Column 3, lines 
47-55; Column 13, lines 29-32; Column 12, lines 35-37) 
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o Display means for displaying the stored map data and location information 

of the other party on a screen (Column 6, line 36) 
o Voice processing means for processing a voice signal and outputting the 

processed voice signal (Column 6, line 66-Column 7, line 5) 
o Input means for inputting a variety of key signals and requesting a location 

information of the other party's moving object (Column 6, line 35-36) 
o Wireless communication means for transmitting a location information 

request message requesting the location information of the other party's 

moving object to a management center and receiving the requested 

(Column 6, lines 37-38) 
o Control means for generating the location information request message 

pertaining to the other party's moving object to be transmitted to the 

wireless communication means, controlling the display mean to display 

the received information of the other party's moving object. (Column 6, 

lines 18-31) 

Maeda et al fails to disclose receiving from a traffic center the location of the other 
party's moving object, but discusses receiving it from a management center and also 
fails to disclose a traffic center, the shortest distance between a location of the 
apparatus and a location of the other party's moving object determined according to 
ate least traffic information of the other party's moving object and displaying the 
received shortest distance using the display means. Ohler et al discusses the route 
calculation application using real-time traffic information that takes into account any 
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traffic jams, construction delays, etc. (Column 6, lines 53-56) It would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to utilize 
this route calculation application as taught by Ohler in order to be able to provide 
routes that have the fastest traveling times to either an identified place or to the 
other's moving object as taught by Ohler. (Column 6, lines 57-59). It also would 
have been obvious to use the management center taught by Maeda in order to send 
the traffic information and the location information of the other party since this center 
is already being used to send and receive information from the mobile objects. 

• In regard to claim 2, Maeda et al discloses the control means of the above 
mentioned apparatus processes the location information of the other party's 
moving object, received from the wireless communication means, to 
simultaneously output the location of the other party's moving object to the 
display means and the voice processing means. (Column 7, lines 1-5) 

• In regard to claim 3, Maeda et al discloses a system for guiding a location of the 
other party's moving object, the system comprising: 

o A navigation system installed in a moving object, for displaying a current 
location and traveling route by using location data received from a plurality 
of GPS satellites and map data stored in a storage medium, requesting a 
location information of the other party's terminal unit, or moving object, 
and displaying the received location information on a map information. 
(Column 4, lines 57-67) 
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o A traffic information center for receiving a location information request 
message including a tracking information pertaining to the other party's 
moving object as requested by the navigation system, checking a location 
information sharing status of the other party's moving object, tracking a 
location information of a navigation system whose location information is 
to be shared. (Column 7, lines 42-59) 
o A mobile communication network for performing a mobile communication 
of the navigation system. (Column 4, lines 41-42) 
Maeda et al fails to disclose receiving from a traffic center, the shortest distance 
between a location of the apparatus and a location of the other party's moving object 
determined according to ate least traffic information of the other party's moving 
object and displaying the received shortest distance using the display means. Ohler 
et al discusses the route calculation application using real-time traffic information 
that takes into account any traffic jams, construction delays, etc. (Column 6, lines 
53-56) It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to utilize this route calculation application as taught by Ohler in order 
to be able to provide routes that have the fastest traveling times to either an 
identified place or to the other's moving object as taught by Ohler. (Column 6, lines 
57-59). 

• In regard to claim 4, Maeda et al discloses the navigation system requests a 
location information on a plurality of moving objects, matches the received 
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location information on the plurality of moving objects with the map information 
and displays the matched information. (See Figure 11) 

• In regard to claim 5, Maeda et al discloses the other party's moving object is a 
navigation system installed in a corresponding moving object or a mobile terminal 
carried by the user of the other party's moving object. (Column 4, lines 36-42) 

• In regard to claim 6, Maeda et al discloses the navigation system informs the 
user of the location information of the other party's moving object in a voice. 
(Column 7, lines 1-5) 

• In regard to claim 7, Maeda et al discloses a method for guiding a location of the 
other party's moving object in a navigation system, comprising: 

o Selecting an identification information of the other party's navigation 
system in a user's navigation system, and transmitting the identification 
information and a location information request message pertaining to the 
other party's moving object to a traffic information center. (See Figure 9, 
S21) 

o Receiving the location information request message including a tracking 
location information, and a traffic information of the other party's moving 
object at the traffic information center (See Figure 9, S28) 
o Matching the location of the other party's moving object with a map 
information and displaying the matched information. (See Figure 9, S28) 
Maeda et al fails to disclose receiving from a traffic center, the shortest distance 
between a location of the apparatus and a location of the other party's moving object 
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determined according to ate least traffic information of the other party's moving 
object and displaying the received shortest distance using the display means. Ohler 
et al discusses the route calculation application using real-time traffic information 
that takes into account any traffic jams, construction delays, etc. (Column 6, lines 
53-56) It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to utilize this route calculation application as taught by Ohler in order 
to be able to provide routes that have the fastest traveling times to either an 
identified place or to the other's moving object as taught by Ohler. (Column 6, lines 
57-59). 

• In regard to claim 8, Maeda et al discloses the location information of the other 
party's moving object is periodically updated and reflected on the currently 
displayed map information. (Column 12, lines 37-50) 

• In regard to claim 9, Maeda et al discloses the method of claim 7 mentioned 
above further comprises requesting a traveling route which sets the location of 
the other party's moving object, displayed on the map information, as a target 
route (See Figure 9, S27-S28) 

• In regard to claim 10, Maeda et al discloses the location information request 
message includes a telephone number of the navigation system installed in the 
other party's moving object, a subscriber information and a transmission location. 
(Column 8, lines 1-14) 

• In regard to claim 11, Maeda et al discloses the location information reception 
message includes a location information of the navigation system installed in the 
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other party's moving object, a recipient information and a map information. (See 
Figure 9, S25-S28) 

• In regard to claim 13, Maeda et al discloses the method of claim 7 mentioned 
above, further comprising: 

o Receiving the location information request message pertaining to the other 
party's moving object through a mobile communication network. (See 
Figure 9, S22) 

o Extracting a telephone number of the navigation system contained in the 
received location information request message and checking whether or 
not the telephone number is registered as a location information sharing. 
(Column 9, lines 15-45) 

o If the telephone number is registered as the location information sharing, 
tracking the location information of the other party's navigation system and 
storing the tracked location information of the other party's navigation 
system. (See Figure 9, S27-S28) 

o Transmitting the stored location information of the other party's navigation 
system through the mobile communication network to the navigation 
system that requested the location information. (See Figure 9, S28) 

• In regard to claim 14, Maeda et al discloses a location of the other party's moving 
object in a navigation system, comprising: 
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o Selecting respective identification information of the other party's 
navigation systems in a user's navigation system, and transmitting 
location information request message. (See Figure 9, S21) 
o Receiving the location information request messages of the other party's 
moving objects at the traffic information center. (See Figure 9, S21-S22) 
Maeda et al fails to disclose receiving from a traffic center, the shortest distance 
between a location of the apparatus and a location of the other party's moving 
object determined according to ate least traffic information of the other party's 
moving object and displaying the received shortest distance using the display 
means. Ohler et al discusses the route calculation application using real-time 
traffic information that takes into account any traffic jams, construction delays, 
etc. (Column 6, lines 53-56) It would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention to utilize this route calculation 
application as taught by Ohler in order to be able to provide routes that have the 
fastest traveling times to either an identified place or to the other's moving object 
as taught by Ohler. (Column 6, lines 57-59). Maeda et al and Ohler et al both 
disclose displaying, at the user's navigation system, location information of the 
other party's moving object according to the location information request 
messages as discussed previously, and it would be obvious to display the 
shortest distance to the other party's location information in order to provide the 
quickest direction to the other party. 
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• In regard to claim 15, Maeda et al discloses the location information request 
message includes telephone numbers of the navigation systems, information on 
the user who requests the location information and a current transmission 
location. (Column 8, lines 2-38) 

• In regard to claim 16, Maeda et al discloses the location information reception 
message includes location information of the navigation system, recipient 
information and map information corresponding to the location information. 
(Column 8, lines 2-38) 

• In regard to claim 17, Maeda et al discloses when at least one of the location 
information messages is received at the traffic information center, a magnification 
of a current map information is adjusted in order to display all locations of the 
other party's mobile objects contained in at least one location information 
message, matching all location information of the other party's moving objects 
and displaying the matched information. (Column 10, lines 22-33) 

• In regard to claim 18, Maeda et al discloses the location information of the other 
party's moving objects is periodically updated and the magnification of the map 
information is readjusted on the updated location information of the other party's 
moving objects. (Column 10, lines 22-33) 

• In regard to claim 21 , Maeda et al discloses location information of a party's 
moving object, comprising: 
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o Transmitting, from a user's navigation system, an identification information 
of another party's moving object and a location request requesting location 
information of the another party's moving object (Column 6, lines 37-38) 
o Receiving, by the user's navigation system, the requested location 
information of the another party's moving object (Column 6, lines 18-31) 
Maeda et al fails to disclose the shortest distance between a location of the user's 
navigation system and a location of the another party's moving object that is determined 
according to traffic information of the another party's moving object. Ohler et al, 
however, discloses the route calculation application using real-time traffic information 
that takes into account any traffic jams, construction delays, etc. (Column 6, lines 53- 
56) It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to utilize this route calculation application as taught by Ohler in order to be 
able to provide routes that have the fastest traveling times to either an identified place 
or to the other's moving object as taught by Ohler. (Column 6, lines 57-59). 

• In regard to claims 22 and 25, Maeda et al discloses wherein the apparatus is 
provided in a moving object. (Column 4, lines 57-67) 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Maeda et al 
(US 6,226,589) and Ohler et al (US 6,424,910) in view of Theimer et al (US 6,240,363.) 
Maeda et al and Ohler et al fail to disclose the request and reception messages being 
short message service (SMS). Themier et al discusses using short message services 
for transmitting route data to a navigation device via a mobile radio network short 
message service. (Column 5, lines 61-65) It would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to use short message service for the 
request and reception messages because it is well known in the field and would be 
easily implemented. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 26 and 27 are allowed. 

5. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: the prior art, individually or in combination, fails to disclose, teach or suggest 
selecting the other party moving objects' location information or the other party moving 
object displayed on the screen and connecting to a selected system. Claims 27 further 
defines the invention. 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments filed 1 1/22/06 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. First, with regard to Maeda disclosing transmitting the location information 
request message requesting the location of the other party's moving object to a traffic 
information center, Examiner agrees with the Applicant and Maeda does fail to disclose 
this and the rejection has been changed. Secondly, although Ohler et al does disclose 
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a system which has two users meeting at a common location place, Ohler et al does 
disclose being able to receive traffic information about the location place and around the 
user's vehicle. Maeda teaches being able to track the location of a mobile object and 
receiving guidance information to that mobile object. It would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to use the traffic information as 
taught by Ohler et al in order to be able to find the most optimum route to the other 
mobile object. Although Maeda et al has multiple mobile objects and Ohler et al uses 
fixed locations, it would have been obvious to use the traffic information whether or not 
the locations were fixed or mobile. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Marie A. Weiskopf whose telephone number is (571) 
272-6288. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday between 7:00 
AM and 5:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas Black can be reached on (571) 272-6956. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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